18  December 2009
 
Dear Parents

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you all! 
I’m having to do another newsletter – I can’t believe so much can happen in the space of a week and that there is so much to tell you!

It was lovely to see so many at the church service and for Sue Tite (our Chair of Governors) to do the reading in church.  Sue will be in school every week after Christmas.

Building work 

There is going to be some building work over Christmas.  The new foyer will be constructed to make a safer area for visitors to the school and is in response to safeguarding all children.  After Christmas if you want to speak to teachers / Teaching Assistant please can you come to the front foyer. 

We are still awaiting confirmation of planning consent for the perimeter fence and will keep you informed on the progress of this. 

Over Christmas the cloakroom will be moved in to the large corridor area near the hall / Water and Air Classes.  This will mean that the clock areas are easily and effectively supervised.  It will also mean that health and safety issues such as kettles in a staff room which is actually a corridor are addressed!  The staffroom is unlikely to be completely finished by the end of the 2 week break with so many Bank Holidays, however the cloakroom relocation is the first job and then any work taking place in the new staff room will not disrupt the running of the school in January.  
The Red Room transformation will also be completed over the holiday.  

Staffing
A big thank you to Mrs Bell for all her hard work and commitment at Cowick over the years.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Comerford for all her hard work and to wish her luck for her new temporary job as a Reception Class Teacher at a school in Wakefield covering maternity leave until Easter.

Miss Carr (who has been working in Earth Class covering Mrs Comerford when Mrs Comerford has been on training / teaching the class in Miss Lee’s absence) will be working as a Nursery Nurse in the class until Miss Betteridge returns.  I am pleased that we have been able to have someone that the children already know and that it is going provide continuity for the children.

Mrs Kenny has been appointed to work with a child who has a statement of Special Educational Needs in KS2 in the mornings and we are delighted that she is going to still be a part of the Cowick Staff.  Mrs Dixon has also been appointed to work with a child who has a statement of Special Educational Needs in KS2 in the afternoons and we welcome her to the school.

New dates for diaries! 

Dates for Parents’ Evening and Parent Partnership Events are now in the diary dates!  There will also be a Parent Evening in an afternoon but I still have to arrange that date as I am trying to get a beneficial learning experience for the whole school at a reasonable price so that the afternoon can be on the same day for all classes. 
Swimming

Swimming will take place on Monday afternoons for Water Class after Christmas.

2010
Tuesday 5 January – Spring Term starts

Friday 8 January at 2.30pm – Parent Council – LA Representative re pick up / drop off
Tuesday 19 January 2.45pm – Family Worship in the church led by Canon Roberts 

Tuesday 19 January am – Dental health for Reception and Year 1
Friday 22 January 9am – Parent Council 

Monday 1 February am – Water Class Parent Partnership Morning 
Monday 1 February 7pm – Governors Meeting
Thursday 4 February 5-7pm – Parents’ Evening 

Friday 5 February 2.30 – Parent Council 
Monday 8 February pm – Earth Class Parent Partnership Afternoon
Tuesday 9 February 4-6pm – Parents’ Evening 

Friday 12 February – school closes for half-term

15 – 19 February – Half-Term

Monday 22 February – school re-opens
Thursday 25 February pm –  Air Class Parent Partnership Afternoon
Friday 26 February 9am – Parent Council  
Thursday 25 February pm –  Fire Class Parent Partnership Afternoon
Wednesday 24 March 9.30am – Family Communion led by Canon Roberts

Friday 26 March – school closes for Easter
Yours sincerely

Mrs Hannah Jackson
Headteacher









